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The Tunis gave her ready assistance in her work.
When reports reached England of the condition
of the wounded, that newspaper appealed for
subscriptions from readers, and sent a commis-
sioner (Macdonald) to the East to distribute die
amounts collected for the comfort of the soldiers.
Macdonald arrived two days after Florence.   He
saw   Lord   Stratford,   British   Ambassador   at
Constantinople, but Stratford was a man who
resented interference by the public in official
matters.   In his view the Government had made
admirable  arrangements   for  the   care   of the
wounded, and it was sheer impertinence for The
Times to suggest otherwise.    When Macdonald
asked for suggestions how the money should be
laid out, Lord Stratford proposed3 quite seriously,
that it should be used to build an English church
at Pen*, OIK: of the suburbs of Constantinople !
This attitude was typical of that of many of the
British officials m the East,  They refused to admit
that the system had broken down in the least
detail, and while Florence was writing home to
Herbert that conditions   were   disgraceful,  the
medical authorities at Scutari reported to the
Government that all was proceeding smoothly and
that there was no shortage or defect.   Lord Strat-
ford naturally was dependent upon the informa-
tion which reached him, and it was biased in-
formation.    Some of the superintendents who
BaBrepresented die position to the Government,
honreivcitt did so wflfuBy, others really believed
that no change was necessary.   The latter felt